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= the. Archbiſhop, the Biſhops, and the C lergy f ths Provia | 
1=/ Canterbury, in Convocation aſſembled, are deeply ſenſible 720 
ram Bleſſings and Advantages of 1 Tour(3r aciogs and Proſperous Rei en: 
Amongſt' which, there in none that more affects us, than the — 
| = Care and Concern ſhewn by Jour Mejeft or the flouriſhing State 
Religion, a the Goaly Zeal Tor — expr 2255 2 ft the href, s of Tho 1 
who, by. looſe and profane Principles and Pr "ets, have endeavour'd to enen 
"de ro) t. 
We — auth to Almighty God, — hath | put "it into Tour Rojal Heart 6% rer 
preſs theſe impious and daring. Attempts ; ; and, for that End, among others, 10 
order Jour C 72 to be called A ee en _ might 5 in mos) handy offer 2 5 
| Coun and Aſſiſtance. | 
15 on man) Accounts, our Duty, to do the uh that ins 1 lies; towards pr; 
moting ſo excellent a Work. | We have, thergfort, applya our ſelves with diligence 
to conſider the Matters to us referr'd;, and da now, in e 0 Tour 
ene, n 2 len, Aab, ban b Bie r 03 0 
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unpleaſant in all Reſpects, were it not far the H Hopes it gives us of i ? 8 wet 
_ Evils in ſome meaſure removed; and therefore, we ſhall got give Your Ma 


{ty the Uneaſineſs of a particular 8. 985 either of the blaſphemous 4 | 
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that have been publim'd from the Preſs, or 12 Ex treat 2 pieties that ve been co 
mitted : But in diſcharge of the Truſt repoſ 08. by. "Your Majeſty, we think 
ſelves obliged to lay before You ſuch an N th 8 of lofidelity, „ 
reſy, and Profaneneſs amongſt. us, as may Jet Your 9 the ies at 
| Hons which have given the grea & riſe o them, and che ſad Conſ quences ich 
which they are attended. | 3 
it is hard to come to the Neelie of theſe great Evils, which all wee 
complain d of; and therefore to cogfine our own Enquiries, and leffen Your 
jeſty's Trouble as much as we can, we ſhall look no farther back for the an, 
| A than that ou unnatural Rebellion, which 4 75 . the Bonds of Diſe 


"Y 7 


wk and, Order, a oyerturn d the goodly | Frame of iccleſi Civil 
onſtitution. e e 
The Hy ypocriſy, Eathufiaſin, and vatiety of with" a) FR FO 2 which 
bounded during thoſe Confufons, begat inthe Minds « many Men too caſily carrie 


into Extremes, a diſregard for the very Forms.of. Religion and proved the Occa> 
Tian, of great Libertinifm, and Profaneneſs, Mhich hath ever ſince 06 munch pre- 
vail'd amongſt us; the 1 5 of Infidelity and Hereſy which wete Then ie c 
| anafter; N and the Tes hae ſprung up In grear ahundante. s. 
The Authority of the preſent Canon 1 Sctipture hath: aten ted as 
ing upon a very Precarious Fourcation, and t —— "hit 

call'd in 2 5 
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_ thor hath prefix'd his Name, and hath not been afraid to dedicate it to the Arch- | 


all manner of Advantage, have ma 


28 a vain and uſeleſs 
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{he Miracles recorded in Scripture have been diſputed and compared to the ta- 
dulous Relations of thoſe that occurr-in Heathen Writers. N | 

All Myſteries in Religion have been exploded as abſurd and uſeleſs Speculati- 
ons, and feveral Fundamental Articles of our trot” Holy Faitir have not omy bern 
call'd in queſtion; but reed.. „» 

The Arrian and Scinian Hereſits have been propagated with great Boldneſs ; The 
Doctriſc of a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead, hath been deny'd and 
ſoffed at; TheSatisfactions made: for the Sins of Mankind, by the precious Blood 
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of Chriſt hath been either directly renounced, or very ungratefully leſſen'd; The 


* * 


tions: 5 1 COULD 
_ Even at this time when we:are thus met by Your Majeſty's Writ, and eghorted 
by Your Gtacious LETTER to conſult of Methods for repreſling bernteigus Rr. 
rors and Impieties, a Book hath been Printed, wherein the Arriun Doctri hof 
which we cannot but declare our utter Abhorrence) is avo²ẽ˖ ed and n, 
and the Truth of it is threatned to be ſhewn by large and elaborate Pro 93 | 


Treaties from the ſame Hand, which are ſoon to follow.) Io this B 


tabliſh'd Creeds of the Church have been repreſented as unwarrantable Impoſi- 
E. 8 Prelented | 100 YC 572 R $74 


biſhop, Biſhops and Clergy of this. Province, in Convocation aſſembled, with In- 
vitation to all to encourage his Deſign by their Subſcriptionsro- it, and not writh- 
out laying the Imputation of Antichriſtianiſm upon all thoſe who, "ſhall not ap- 
P. The natural Immortality of the Soul hath upon different Schemes and Views been 
eppofed as a vulgar Error, and the Neceſſity of all Humane Thoughts and Acti- 
ons hath been aſſerted, to the overturning the Foundations of; all Religion, whe 
ther, natural or inſtituted, and to the rendring all Notions of Good and Evil, o 
Rewards and Puniſhments, whether in this Life, or the next groundleſs and vain. 
Others have endeavour'd- to root out of Mens Minds all Notions of a- Church, 


as A S0 ety inſtituted by Chriſt, with peculiar Powers and Privileges, and pre. : 


Officers to adminiſter the Word and (Sacraments ; and fo to blend and confound 


the Spiritual Society with the Temporal as to make every thing in Religion, its 


divine Truths, and moſt ' ſacred Ordinances dependant on the Will of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, as deriving ſolely from him their Sanction and Authority. Nay, the 


Religious Ordinances themſelves, even the Chief. of them, Baptiſm and the Supper 


of the Lord have been ſpoken. of with ſuch a degree of ungodly Mockery and Scorn, 
as to fill the Hearts of good Chriſtians with Horror and Aſtoniſhment, 750 
The Frauds of Pagan and Popiſh Prieſts have been diſplay'd, in order to repreſent 
all Prieſts as Impoſers upon the Credulity of Mankind; and draw lafamy upon the 
rieſthood in general, and to render the Order it ſelf, in what Religion ſoever It was 
found, equally the Object of publick Averſion and Contempt. ,, _... * 
„The Books containing the Errors and Impieties abovemention'd have been the 
more eaſily publiſh'd and diſperſed ſince the Expiration of the Act for reſtraining 
the Preſs; and thro the greater liberty of Printing, which thereon enfu'd, have 


the Vicious and Profane had more Opportunities to ſcatter their Papers, for cor- 


, e din, i ko a. 
Not only ſeveral Pieces formerly written on the ſide of Iußdelity, which might 
have been forgotten without ſuch a Revival, have been collected into Volumes, and 


pPubliſh'd again, but. Mock-Catechiſms fram'd in a light, manner have been cry'd in 


the Streets, to depreciate the excellent Summaries of our Chriſtian Faith, and as far 
as poſlible to root out of Mens Minds, the Senſe of thoſe great Truths that are con- 
tain'd in them. . | Fu 2 . 
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where the worſt Examples have been placed in the beſt Lights, and recommended 
to Imitation; and the various 97 thus Painted to the Life, and ſet out with 
e ſuch Impreſſions upon the Minds of the Young | 
and Unwary, as are not caſy, to be effaced. Where the Bond of Wedlock hath 
deen generally treated as a ridiculous and burthenſom Yoke, tothe great Prejudice 
of Society and Virtue, and every thing Sacred. hath been expoſed. Where'the 
"Office of the Prieſthood hath been made a matter of Scörn and Reproach; and 
whereat the openin 1 


This Profaneneſs hath been much increaſed by, the Licentiouſneſs of the Stage, 


TOR Tore. os boildhns of Churchezas impioully derided, 
fork, the EfeR only of Superſtition and Ignorance.” © © 
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It is indeed for the par poſe of the Irreligious to Sitte the Building of 
Churches where they are ſo much wanted, and where the want of them is in all 
appearance, one great Occaſion of the Irreligion of many. For by this means, 
vaſt numbers of Souls have, in and about theſe two, populous Cities, .been excluded 
from a poſſibility of attending the Publick Worſhip of God, and from all the Be- 
nefits of Chriſtian InſtruFion. And the natural Conſequence of this hath been a. 
See De fection from P iety and Virtue to cle ene 2 AN All manger” 


And as the want of Churches here, fo the want, of competent Maintenance. for 
the Service of many that are in the Country, were two or as Cyres., do not 
often afford enough to ſupport. a e is, thoꝰ not. a late, ye LE ccalion of | 

ve no 5 
ſter reſiding, among. them, and are ſeveral Sundays i in the Year nia MI Ser x 
at all; and the Miniſters, by having ſo much Duty upon them gt. . ras | 
as. they. ought, nor have time for the Catechiſi ing Young Pertbig, ich 1 Tone: 
ceſſary a part of Chriſtian Inſtruction. 

And. to the Increaſe of this Miſchief, both in City and Court, Pate They it 
contributed, who have taken occaſion from the Relaxation of tho & 14055 made 
Abſence from the Eftabliſh'd Church penal, to withdraw themſelyes yo ely from 

all Religious Aſſemblics, altho the very A& of Eon pfſer, which. gz 7 by Fe 
one reſpect, equally reſtrained it in the other. 4 

From theſe ſeveral Occaſions hath enſued a gre at. Nes let of the. 1 
ſervance of the Lord's Day, too great a part of K is Tpent hy wt 
Houſes, and other Diverſions wholly unſuitable. to yp time, ſet 1 15 
immediate Service of: God 5 , tho* we, have reaſon fo 5 that 


whom have. been male wor ſe Men, ad worſe 5 de the Mi 1 
ea 


Dodrines. from thoſe, Books which have, been chte hr Fever, 

this Kingdom 3 how many more are F b 't00 near, AN 

delity (tho they have, not as yet actually arrived, to, it) from 

1255 an Neutrality in Religion, which. bath, n mne into 

theſe Means. 

But what we have further to apprehend trom c OB bieder för that 

made us obnoxious to the Diſpleaſure of Almighty, od, Who may” 
Account be provoked. to viſit us with his Ju e 7 ſtop] 105 Rs? continent | 

Current of, Succeſs with which he. hath hitherto. bfeſſe d Nur; irs, 55 deliverin 

us into the Hands of our Enemies; by withdrawing the h — f his. Golpe 

from us, and letting in the, Abomination of Popery am ang u 175 | 

For the Emiſſaries from Rome have. been all alo Aa Masch 1 Jay wad 

- theſe Opportunities for the Advancement of their Giuſe ; to pin gothio 

ſerviceable as, Scepticiſm and Looſneſs of Life: Theſe therefor. 2 h e Well as He. 

rors and Diviſions amongſt us, they have always-encour The 

Power, and improved to their own Advantage; repre 1 reed: RAG 

well as in their common Converſation, the great Uncertainty Chriſtian x | 
ligion upon Proteſtant. Principles, and filling Mens, Minde with i 1 1 : | 
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better to make them ſubmit to an infallible Guide. They Tae. f enen 10. 
Streets of late Years, as they do more, particularly: at. this time, and 182 ah 
in making Converts: Nor do we doubt but that ivers of Vour Majeft 
either from the Scandal taken at the Infidelity, Hereſy, and Profanei« they f 
or from ſharing the Contagion of it, have, by their Arts, been. 1 A 
But notwithſtanding, that we have, theſe Things to complain of "#6 mch 0 1 
been done already, toward taking off the Cauſes and Effects of theſe” Evils, an 
prevent the, furth er. Conſequences of them, as to.g1ve. us great hopes, that khr 
the Bleſſing of God v pon Your Majeſty's Authority ang "Example, pd d'rhe Em 
vours of Vour Subjetts.; in their. Eyeral; Stations, We ball” eſcape. 1 F- Da nger | 
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For as Books have been publiſhed in favour of Hereſy, and downright Infidelity ; 
ſo others have been written from time to time, as occaſion required, in Defence 
of the Fundamental Truths whether of Natural or Reveal'd Religion, with: great 
Clearneſs and Strength of Argument: The vain Pleas of the ſeveral Advocates for 
Infidelity. have been particularly conſidered and refuted, to the Silencing, if not 
the Convittion, of ſome of the principal of them. 1 5 4 J 10 Ip 
A Lecture was Founded, not many Years ſince, by Mr. Boyle, in Defence of the 
hriſtian Religion againſt all the Adverſaries of it; and many excellent and uſe- 
fy Sermons have been Preached and Publiſhed upon that Occaſion. | 
Societies have been formed for the Reformation of Manners; Funds of Charity 
have been raiſed for the Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, and of 
Chriſtian Knowledge at Home, and for the pious Education of poor Children: 
Great variety of plain and uſeful Diſcourſes have been diſtributed among the mea- 
ner ſort for their more eaſy Improvement; and Parochial Libraries have been ſet 
up for the Uſe of Miniſters in the Country, that they might be better provided 
for the Inſtruftiog of thoſe committed to their Charge. 
Authority hath* often. interpoſed for the countenancing theſe excellent Deſigns, 
and for withſtatiding the bold Attempts that have been made upon our common 
Faith; and for preventing the Inereaſe of Irreligion and Profaneneſs, Royal Injun- 
ctions and Proclamations have iſſued, AQs of Parliament have paſſed, Proſecutions 
at Law have been ordered, Gracious Speeches from the Throne have-been made, 
and from thence ſuch bright Patterns of Piety and Virtue have ſhone forth, as 
have, no doubt, prevailed upon many, tho' the Influence of them hath not-exten- 
ded ſo far as might have been expected. ere. enen N 
But then the Infidelity of ſome hath been attended with this good Conſequence 
in others, that the Zeal of devout Perſons hath thereby been excited to do every 
Thing that in them lay towards reſiſting and ftemming the Increaſe of this great 
ak Nor have their Endeavours been altopether fruitleſs ; our Eyes daily ſee the 
| DPY Effects of them; Divine Service and Sacraments have of late been oftner 
celebrated, and better frequented, than formerly; the Catechiſing of Youth'hath 
been more generally praftiſed, and with greater Succeſs ; vaſt Sams have been fur- 
niſhed by private Contributions to ſuſtain the Charge of Educating poor Children in 
the pious manner abovementioned; and many other new and noble Inftitutions of 


Charity have been ſet on foot. . 55 ann 
Many Churches have been een and Adorned at the Expence of the ſeve- 
ral Pariſhioners, and other Benefactors; and many Chapels opened in the larger 
Pariſhes, tho? not ſufficient to anſwer the Wants of the Inhabitants. "Great Sums 
of Money have been by Publick Authority Provided and Applied for the Building, 
Supporting, and Adorning other Churches; and Your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed , upon our humble Addreſs, to recommend to Your Parliament to find 
but Means for the Building of ſuch as are ſtill wanting: of which from the great 
Satisfaction with which Your Meſſage was receiv'd, and the great Progreſs made 
upon it, we hope to ſee the bleſſed Effect; when all, who are religiouſly diſpoſed, 
Will have the Opportunity of giving publick Teſtimony of it, and the Careleſs be 
left without Excuſe.  _ 55 VV 
In the mean time other Methods of Redreſſing theſe Miſchiefs may, we humbly 
conceive, be ſuccefsfully tried, ſuch as Your Majeſty's great Wiſdom and Piety, 
and the foregoing, Obſervations, will ſuggeſt to Lou. | Dies ei 
We entertain not the leaſt Doubt of Your Majeſty's firm Reſolution to render 
. the Laws and Proclamations ſet forth for the Suppreſſion of Immortlity and Pro- 
laneneſs uſeful to that purpoſe, by an impartial and vigorous Execution of them; 
and: to Reform the Corruptions of the Stage, which have been ſo inſtrumental in 
Vitiating young and innocent Minds, and have given ſo juſt Offence to all ferious. 
J EL EE £7 re Hons 
We are entirely perſwaded, that Your Majeſty will, in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, diſcountenance all ſuch Perſons as are profligate in their Lives, or the known 
| rs and Spreaders of Impious Qpinions; and the repeated. Aſſurances Which 
our Majeſty whom God long 8 hath been pleaſed to give to Your Peo- 
Ple of Your Cate to tranſmit the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line 
as Eſtabliſh'd by Law, give us great Hopes, that our Enemies of the Romiſh Com- 
munion will at laſt be effectually diſcouraged from attempting the Ruin of that Ex- 
cellent Church, af which, under Chriſt, Your Majeſty is the chief Governour, and 
Slorious Defender. 8 FFF Ms 
| 5 From 
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From the Application of theſe ſeveral Means, which we do not doubt but Your” 
Majeſty will uſe, we promiſe ourſelves very great and durable Effects: But that 
for which we at preſent in.moſt. earneſt, and moſt humble manner addreſs our 
ſelves to Your Majeſty is, That by Your Royal Interpoſition, an A& may be obtained 
for Reſtraining the preſent exceſſive and ſcandalous WW of Printing wicked 


Books at Home, and — the like from Abroad; in ſuch manner as to the 
Wiſdom of Your Majeſty, and Your Parliament, ſhall ſeem moſt expedient. For as 
we take this Liberty to have been one chief Source and Cauſe of thoſe Evils 
whereof we have ſpoken, ſo we queſtion not but the Reſtraint of it would go a 
great way in the Cure of them. | SP . | 
There is another pernicious Cuſtom that has very much prevail'd amongſt us 
under the falſe Notion of Honour, which we beg Leave to mention in this place, 
and that is the Practice of Fighting Duels, which has ſo far obtain'd, that Your 
Majeſty hath had many Occaſions, and ſome very lately, to ſee the diſmal Effects 
of it. | | 85 5 | 
We do therefore, in all humble Duty, beg Your Majeſty to take the moſt effe- 
&ual Methods to extinguiſh thoſe falſe Notions, ſo contrary to the Laws of God, 
and fo deſtructive of all Society, and to put a Stop to this wicked and unchriſtian 
Practice by ſuch Means as Your Majeſty, in Your great Wiſdom, ſhall think moſt 
roper. 8 5 | | | „„ 
6 We have alſo good hope, that all employed in Authority under Your Majeſty, will, 
as we pray, truly and indifferently miniſter Fuſtice to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſ and 
Vice, and to the Maintenance of true Religion and Virtue; and wiſh that ſome Way 
may be found for the Recovery and Improvement of Chriſtlan Knowledge and 
Piety in Families, which we fear is too much neglected. $7 
We likewiſe hope, that eſpecial Care will be taken of the Education of youn 
People at the Univerſities, b e that Tutors make it their Buſineſs to tea 
their Pupils the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion in the courſe of their other 
Studies, and endeavour to make them ſerious in it, with a particular Eye to ſuch 
. as are deſigned for Holy Orders. a „ 
And for Ourſelves, who are called to this Holy Function; We beg Leave to 
aſſure your Majeſty, that we will take all poſſible Care of the Diſcharge of our own _ 
Duty, and do all that in us lies, that the Canons of our Church may be ſtrictly 
obſerved both by Ourſelves and thoſe committed to our Charge. | 
We have choſe Parts of our Diſcipline which Your Majeſty hath in your great 
Goodneſs thought fit to recommend to us for further Improvement, under our 
moſt ſerious Conſideration 3 and hope, in ſome meaſure to anſwer the Wants of 
the Church, and Your Majeſty's Expectations in referring them to us; as we ſhall 
at all times hereafter, as often as Your Majeſty ſhall. be pleaſed to require our At- 
tendance for theſe Purpoſes, endeavour to make our Synodical Meetings ſubſervient 
to the good Order and Eſtabliſhment of this Church, the Intereſt and Advantage 
=O Chriſtian Religion, the Satisfaction of Your ' Majeſty, and the Honour of 
And our daily and fervent Prayer to God ſhall be, That Your Majeſty may be 
the happy Inſtrument of theſe and many other Bleſſings to this Church and State; 
That you may be as au. as in your Deſigns againſt Infidelity and Vice here at 
Home, as you have been in all your Undertakings againſt the Common Enemy 
Abroad; and may by that means add what alone is wanting to compleat the 
Glory, and crown the Succeſſes of your ever memorable Reign. 3 
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